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Hunters Welcome

A Landowner/Hunter Partnership
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NOTICE:  Due to extensive flooding in 2011, many roads, including county 
roads and main travel routes, were damaged.  Some roads may still be 
closed during hunting season.  When planning a hunt, if unsure, we suggest 
contacting the appropriate land management agency or county office  to 
determine road status in the area you plan to hunt.  Contact information for 
counties can be found in the Montana Directory of Maps at http://fwp.mt.gov/
hunting/hunterAccess/toolkit.html  and land management agency contact 
information can be found elsewhere in this Hunting Access Guide.



BLOCK MANAGEMENT provides managed public hunting free 
of charge on private and isolated public land enrolled through cooperative
agreements between Fish, Wildlife, & Parks (FWP), private landowners, 
and public land management agencies.

•  Landowners do not forfeit any private property rights by enrolling land, including the right to deny 
access for cause and the right to enforce ranch rules;

• Every Block Management Area (BMA) has rules specific to that BMA.  It is the hunter’s responsibility 
to know the rules for a BMA being hunted;

•  Hunters with special needs are encouraged to contact the regional FWP office to determine if 
opportunities exist to meet specific needs;

• Hunters should sign permission slips only for the actual days of hunting.  Signing for additional days 
costs program dollars that could be used to enroll other BMA properties;

• Hunters should cancel reservations if unable to hunt on the reserved day.  Failure to cancel reservations 
may result in cancellation of future BMA privileges;

•  Hunter behavior determines whether or not landowners participate in the program.  Courteous, legal, 
and ethical behavior keeps gates open.  Please report any violations.

• There are two types of BMAs:

o Type 1 BMA: area where hunters administer their own permission.  This includes BMAs that 
use sign-in boxes, and BMAs that do not require hunters to obtain permission.  Typically, Type 
1 BMAs do not limit hunter numbers or require reservations, although some parking areas have 
vehicle limits.

o Type II BMA:  area where someone other than the hunter issues permission.
This includes BMAs where the landowner or an FWP staff member issues permission.  Type II 
BMAs often require reservations and utilize pasture assignments, hunter number limits, and other 
hunter management systems.

• BMA Maps:

o Each region has its own policy regarding distribution of maps.  Some regions provide a specific 
number of maps per hunter per day, while other regions may only provide maps at the BMA site 
when the hunter receives permission.  Please refer to the regional information in this guide to 
determine how a particular region handles map distribution.

o For the 2011 hunting season, FWP will provide some BMA maps electronically on the FWP 
website at http://fwp.mt.gov/hunting/hunterAccess/privateLand/blockman/

ABOUT THE PROGRAM….
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Region 1
2011 Block Management 
Program

Region 1 is blessed with some of the finest Block 
Management areas in the state. We can proudly boast 
of nearly 770,000 acres of mountains, rivers, lakes and valleys.  
Region 1 Block Management Areas consist primarily of corporate timber lands through agreements with Plum 
Creek Timber, Stimson Lumber and Stoltze Land & Lumber Co.  Plum Creek lands make up nearly 98 percent 
of all our current Block Management lands and their open use policies make it easy for all sportsmen and 
women to use these lands. Plum Creek even has special areas set aside for hunters with disabilities.

Because of the large number of acres involved it would be very difficult to include maps with this publication. 
The best way to recognize Corporate Timber Lands is on the Flathead, Kootenai and Lolo National Forest 
Service maps. Plum Creek lands are coded on these maps by orange and pink for easy identification. Plum 
Creek Block Management lands are also posted at the main points of entry with signs identifying the area and 
explaining the regulations. Adherence to these regulations is the best way to ensure that these lands remain 
open for generations to come.  Stoltze maps are available at the Kalispell FWP office.

Remember, Block Management lands are private lands that are open to public use. They are available to us 
only as long as we treat these properties with respect and follow all rules and regulations.

Some of the regulations you will need to know before you go hunting are:

*	 Motorized vehicles are permitted only on open, established 	roads.
*	 Off-road vehicle use is prohibited.
*	 A bermed road is a closed road.
*	 Roads with gates are closed, whether the gate is open or closed, unless posted other wise.
*	 There is a 14-day camping limit in some areas. 
*	 Permits are required for firewood cutting.

And as always, remember that a State Lands Recreational Use permit is required if you plan to utilize state 
lands for activities other than hunting, fishing or trapping.

For a copy of these regulations or directions to "disabled only" hunting areas, visit your Region 1 Fish, Wildlife 
& Parks office at:

 490 North Meridian Road
 Kalispell, Montana 59901
 Phone: (406) 752-5501

1REGION ONE
BLOCK MANAGEMENT AREAS
2009

Region One is blessed with some of the finest Block Management areas in the state. We can proudly boast
of nearly 930,000 acres of mountains, rivers, lakes and valleys.  Region One Block Management areas consist
primarily of corporate timber lands through agreements with Plum Creek Timber, Stimson Land and Lumber, and
Stoltze.  Plum Creek lands make up nearly 99 percent of all our current Block Management lands and their open
use policies make it easy for all sportsmen and women to use. There are even special areas set aside for disabled
hunters.

Because of the large number of acres involved it would be very difficult to include maps with this publication.
The best way to recognize Corporate Timber Lands is on the Flathead, Kootenai, and Lolo National Forest Service
maps. Plum Creek lands are coded on these maps by orange and pink for easy identification. Plum Creek Block
Management lands are also posted at the main points of entry with signs identifying the area and explaining the
regulations. Adherence to these regulations is the best way to ensure that these lands remain open for generations to
come.  Stoltze maps are available at the Kalispell FWP office.

Remember, Block Management lands are private lands that are open to public use. They are available to us
only as long as we treat these properties the way we would want ours to be treated.

Some of the regulations you will need to know before you go hunting are:

* Motorized vehicles are permitted only on open, established roads.
* Off-road vehicle use is prohibited.
* A bermed road is a closed road.
* Roads with gates are closed, whether the gate is open or closed, unless posted other wise.
* There is a fourteen camping limit.
* Permits are required for firewood cutting.

And as always, remember that a State Lands Use permit is required if you plan utilize state lands.

For a copy of these regulations or directions to “disabled only” hunting areas, visit your Region One Fish,
Wildlife & Parks office at:

 490 North Meridian Road
 Kalispell, Montana 59901
 Phone: (406) 752-5501
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OTHER OPPORTUNITIES THAT WILL BE AVAILABLE THIS YEAR ARE:

The Bill Naegeli ranch is in the Little Beaver Creek area near Thompson Falls. The Naegeli ranch has
opened 920 acres of good whitetail hunting to all sportsman and women on a first-come first-serve basis.

Closer to Kalispell, is the Jack Meuli ranch near Proctor. Jack is opening 3,000 acres to the hunting of elk,
deer, upland game birds and even waterfowl.

Near Bigfork are the Mud Lake and Kohler Lake BMA’s. The Mud Lake BMA is not only known for deer,
elk and bear hunting, but is also open for both spring and fall turkey hunting. This BMA also allows access to
several hundred acres of state land. Due to the population densities, both of these BMAs are huntable with shotgun,
muzzleloader, and archery only.

South of Eureka is the Peters Family Trust BMA.  National Forest borders this BMA from three sides.

F.H. Stoltze Land and Lumber Company is the second largest private landowner in Northwest Montana.
Stoltze provides the Block Management program with two different areas, one north of Columbia Falls and the
other by Swan Lake, with a total of 11,720 acres.  Stoltze allows ATV access around closed gates.  For more
information about other information on Stotlze lands, please contact their lands office at 892-7005.

AVISTA lands provide recreational boating and fishing opportunities throughout the year.  Included in the
Block Management Program are three unique landholdings that are open for hunting during appropriate season.
The areas are regulated by hunter numbers per day to provide for an enjoyable hunting experience.  For more
information on AVISTA’s open lands use policy, or for a copy of that policy, please contact the AVISTA office at
406-847-1280,or the FWP R1 office at 752-5501.

For more information including maps, directions, and who to contact before hunting, call Region One’s
Montana Fish, Wildlife and Park’s office at 406-752-5501.

OTHER OPPORTUNITIES THAT WILL BE AVAILABLE THIS YEAR ARE:

The Bill Naegeli Ranch is in the Little Beaver Creek area near Thompson Falls. The Naegeli ranch has opened 
920 acres of good whitetail hunting to all sportsman and women on a first-come first-serve basis.

Closer to Kalispell is the Mike Meuli Ranch near Proctor. Mike is opening 3,000 acres to elk, deer, upland 
game bird and even waterfowl hunting.  This property is closed the first three days of the General Big Game 
season. 

Near Columbia Falls, Columbia Falls Aluminum Company (CFAC) has enrolled two separate parcels into the 
program.  Both areas are limited access only, and permission is given at the Region 1 office in Kalispell.  The 
South Half property is for youth hunters, and those hunters with a permit to hunt from the vehicle only.  The 
North Half is walk-in only and is open to youth and hunters with disabilities only.

South of Eureka is the Peters Family Trust BMA.  National Forest borders this BMA from three sides.

F.H. Stoltze Land and Lumber Company is the second largest private landowner in Northwest Montana. 
Stoltze provides the Block Management program with two different areas, one north of Columbia Falls and the 
other by Swan Lake, with a total of 11,470 acres.  Stoltze allows ATV access around closed gates.  For more 
information on Stoltze lands, please contact their lands office at 892-7005. 

AVISTA lands provide recreational boating and fishing opportunities throughout the year.  The areas are 
regulated by hunter numbers per day to provide for an enjoyable hunting experience.  For more information on 
AVISTA’s open lands use policy, or for a copy of that policy, please contact the AVISTA office at 406-847-1285, 
or the FWP R1 office at 752-5501.
 
Stimson Lumber Company near Troy offers two areas as well.  Just outside of Troy is the Ruby-Brush BMA.  
This is a large contiguous tract of Stimson Land open for all FWP hunting seasons.  Contact FWP for a copy of 
the area map and land use rules.  Other Stimson Lumber Company lands south of Troy in the Bull River area are 
also open for hunting and general recreational use. Please consult FWP or Stimson for a copy of the Land Use 
Rules.

For more information including maps, directions and who to contact before hunting, call the Region 1 Montana 
Fish, Wildlife and Parks office at 406-752-5501.
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          June, 2007 

Clark Fork Hydro Project Lands Policy (FERC Project #2058)________

Avista Utilities welcomes the responsible and appropriate use of our land for 
noncommercial activities such as fishing, hunting, camping, picnicking, and hiking.  
Avista property is privately owned, however it is open to the public in most areas.

Follow posted rules and regulations when visiting Avista lands.  Individuals violating 
rules and regulations will be expelled from Avista lands and may receive a citation.     

Please Note:  Water levels are subject to change without notice. 

Motor Vehicle and Road Restrictions

Avista restricts motorized use on our land to preserve important natural resources, limit 
the spread of noxious weeds and protect company property 

 Motorized traffic is limited to designated roads. 
 ATV’s must be licensed; an ATV sticker is not a substitute for license. 
 All state laws apply (speed limit, valid drivers’ license, etc.). 

Camping Rules and Regulations

Camping is allowed unless otherwise posted.  Some areas have site specific rules and 
regulations posted.  It is your responsibility to know if special rules apply. 

 There is a 14 day camping limit in any 30 day period and a 30 day limit per year. 
 Use only down wood for fires.  Fires must be attended at all times. 
 Campsites cannot be left unattended overnight. 
 Pack it in, pack it out.  There is no garbage service. 
 Fireworks are not permitted on Avista property. 
 Animals must be leashed if requested by another individual. 

Commercial activity (outfitting / guiding, firewood cutting, etc.) is allowed with written 
permission only.  Do not trespass on other private property to reach Avista land. 

Welcome to Avista Utilities land.
Please call 406-847-1280 if you have 
questions or comments or contact 
MFWP Region 1 office in Kalispell at 
406-752-5501.
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Rocky Mountain Region Open Lands Policy

Plum Creek welcomes the responsible use of its timberlands by the public for noncommercial recreation such
as hunting, fishing, and camping.  Logging and forestry activities are ongoing however, and may pose a
danger.  Please adhere to the following rules when using Plum Creek lands.

Road Restrictions
Plum Creek often restricts the type of motorized access permitted on its lands to protect wildlife security, prevent
sedimentation from logging roads, reduce the spread of noxious weeds, and protect company property.  The following
rules apply to Plum Creek roads:

• Plum Creek restricts road use with gates, barricades, earthen barriers, or signs. This may be a restriction on roads
owned by Plum Creek or a restriction on roads that are cooperatively owned, such as a road cost-shared with the
Forest Service.  A cooperative road management sign identifies the intended restriction.

• A gate, whether opened or closed, with no sign is a year-round closure to all motorized vehicles.
• Road restrictions apply behind unmarked gates, even if the gate is vandalized or open.
• For a road to be open behind a gate, it must be specifically designated by a sign as open.
• An earthen barrier without a sign is considered a closure to all motorized vehicles, except snowmobiles between

December 15 and April 1.
• Gates must not be blocked.  Administrative, contractor or emergency traffic may need to pass through.
• All “off road” motorized vehicle use is prohibited.
• Hunting or transportation of hunters or game with administrative or commercial vehicles is prohibited behind a

closure.

Camping
Camping is limited to 14 days per campsite.  During this time, the campsite must not be left unattended for more than
three consecutive days. Camping beyond 14 days requires relocating to a new site at least five miles from the original
site.  A permit is required for Exceptions and Special Use camping.  Cutting trees is not permitted and a permit is
required for cutting firewood.

Campers must:
• Pack out all garbage and leave the area clean.
• Be careful with fire.
• Avoid polluting with human waste. Toilets located within 300 feet of water must be self-contained.

Please note that commercial activity and woodcutting is not permitted on Plum Creek land without a permit.
It is your responsibility to know whose property you are using and you should avoid trespassing on the private property
of others to reach Plum Creek lands.

Please report violations or vandalism to Plum Creek or Montana Department of Fish, Wildlife and Parks.

Plum Creek: Kalispell  406-751-2400
Libby 406-293-6204
Missoula 406-728-8350
Seeley Lake 406-677-2320

Montana Department of
 Fish, Wildlife & Parks:    Kalispell 406-752-5501

 Missoula 406-542-5500
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Region 2 
2011 Block Management Program 
For the 2011 fall hunting seasons, there are approximately 
584,000 acres of private and isolated public lands enrolled in 
FWP’s Region 2 Block Management program.   Most 
Region 2 Block Management Areas (BMAs) are in mountain 
valleys and foothills, with deer and elk the primary species to hunt.  Over half of the Region 2 
hunting districts require a special permit to hunt mule deer bucks. White-tailed deer are more 
prevalent than mule deer in west-central Montana and currently make up three-fourths of the deer 
harvest within the region. Prairie habitat and associated grain production to support pheasants, 
prairie grouse species and antelope are lacking in this part of the state. Limited BMA opportunities 
exist for waterfowl hunting along the Bitterroot and Clark Fork Rivers. 

Like other regions, Region 2 has Type I and Type II BMAs. A Type I BMA allows hunters to 
administer their own permission to hunt, while a Type II BMA requires a hunter to obtain 
permission through other means. BMA hunting opportunities vary greatly with regard to methods of 
gaining access, opening and closing dates, vehicle travel, game retrieval, camping, presence of 
public lands, size, limits on hunter numbers, etc.  Therefore, it is very important you get a current 
year’s BMA map and regulations sheet for the BMA you intend to hunt.  

The easiest way to receive free BMA maps is to visit our website at 
http://fwp.mt.gov/hunting/hunterAccess/privateLand/blockman/region2/default.html.  Please be 
aware that all BMA maps are in color. It is recommended you print your maps from a color printer to 
ensure color coded restrictions and landownership is clearly displayed. Maps may also be requested 
by calling our Region 2 Block Management office at 406-542-5530. More specific information about 
Region 2 BMAs will be displayed at the Region 2 Headquarters, 3201 Spurgin Rd, Missoula, MT 
59804. If requesting maps over the phone or at the Region 2 Headquarters, please keep your requests 
to those BMAs you desire to hunt (maximum five maps per day). Additionally, most BMAs have 
maps available on site in hunter registration boxes or in map dispensers.  Maps are usually posted at 
common BMA access points. 

In most instances, motorized travel on Region 2 BMAs is restricted to a few main roads, with private 
ranch roads and logging roads closed by gate or earthen berm.  The reasons for limiting motorized 
access are:  1) reduce noxious weed spread, 2) minimize road damage, and 3) improve hunting 
quality.  Travel on gated roads is typically open to foot, horse and nonmotorized bicycle; but in some 
instances, exceptions are made to allow hunters to drive in with vehicles to retrieve harvested game 
animals.

Plum Creek Timber Company (PCTC) and The Nature Conservancy (TNC) have once again 
enrolled their land into Region 2’s Block Management Program.  Plum Creek and TNC’s private 
lands provide access for public hunting and other forms of year-round recreation.  Prior to recreating 
on Plum Creek and TNC lands, pick up a 2011 map and regulations so you are aware of the current 
rules and regulations as well as any landownership changes that may have occurred. 

2
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Non-BMA Hunting Opportunities 

The Montana State Prison Ranch, west of Deer Lodge in deer/elk Hunting District (HD) 212, 
allows hunting on about 31,000 acres.  The ranch is divided into an archery-only area and a rifle 
area.  The archery-only area requires written permission, administered by Montana Correctional 
Enterprises (permission processed annually from August 1 through December 15).  The Prison 
Ranch rifle hunting area does not require permission before gaining access.  Contact the Region 2 
FWP Office (Missoula) or Montana Correctional Enterprises at 406-846-1320 ext. 2351 for a map, 
with regulations and access instructions. 

The Lee Metcalf National Wildlife Refuge (administered by the US Fish & Wildlife Service, 
USFWS), located north of Stevensville in deer/elk HD 260, allows deer (archery-only) and 
waterfowl (from blinds only) hunting in designated areas.  To request hunting information, contact 
the refuge by phone at 406-777-5552 or by mail at 4567 Wildfowl Lane, Stevensville, MT 59870. 

The Blackfoot Waterfowl Production Area (USFWS) is in the upper Blackfoot Valley in deer/elk 
HDs 281 and 290 (archery-only).  This area provides deer, elk, and waterfowl hunting opportunities 
on about 2,000 acres. 

FWP administers numerous Fishing Access Sites (FASs) and State Parks (SPs) throughout the 
region.  Some, in addition to providing water access to anglers and boaters, have considerable 
acreage with deer (archery-only) and waterfowl hunting opportunities.  Maps of these areas are 
available from Region 2 FWP Office (Missoula) or online at http://fwp/mt.gov (under Fishing, see 
Visit a Fishing Access Site).  Opportunities in HD 260 include:  

 Tucker Crossing FAS, 250 acres   
 Bell Crossing FAS, 65 acres  
 Kelly Island FAS, 650 acres  
 Erskine FAS, 425 acres (plus access to additional Forest Service property) 
 Council Groves SP, 190 acres.   
 Tucker Crossing FAS is the only FAS or SP within Region 2 that is open for use by hunters who drew the HD 

260-30 deer B license through the June 1st special permit/license drawing. 

FWP also administers Wildlife Management Areas (WMAs) throughout the region, each of which 
provides some hunting opportunities.  These areas are usually labeled as WMAs or Game Ranges on 
Forest Service travel plan and BLM maps.  Some larger WMAs include: 

 Calf Creek WMA (HD 261, about 2,300 acres) east of Corvallis 
 Threemile WMA (HD 204, about 6,100 acres) east of Florence 
 Blackfoot-Clearwater WMA (HDs 282, 285 & 281; about 46,200 acres) southeast of Seeley Lake.   
 Aunt Molly WMA, (HD 290, about 1,200 acres) near Helmville is popular among archers in pursuit of deer 

(Make sure to be bear aware when using Aunt Molly, grizzly bears use this area heavily). 
 Warm Springs WMA (HDs 213 & 215, about 4,700 acres), about 15 miles south of Deer Lodge, provides 

waterfowl hunting opportunities, as well as deer hunting (restricted to archery, shotgun, traditional handgun, 
muzzleloader and crossbow use).   

 Garrity Mountain WMA (HD 214, about 9,500 acres) west of Anaconda.   
 Fish Creek WMA (HD 202, 203 and 201, about 41,000 acres) was purchased by FWP in 2010 and is about 10 

miles west of Alberton.   
 Spotted Dog WMA (HD 215, about 38,000 acres) was purchased by FWP in 2010 and is about 4 miles northeast 

of Deer Lodge.
Maps of each WMA are available from the Region 2 FWP Office (Missoula). 
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3
Region 3   
2011 Block 
Management Program

Regional Block Management Program 

The Block Management Program in Region 3 (300 series districts) maintains access and hunting 
opportunity on private lands throughout southwest Montana.  Under this program, hunters are 
granted free access to 85 Block Management Areas (BMA’s) owned by 114 landowners, which 
currently encompass over 640,000 acres of private and public lands in Southwest Montana. 

There are two general types of BMA’s:
 Type I BMA’s are areas where hunters administer their own permission.  This 
includes areas that use sign-in boxes, places that do not require hunters to obtain 
specific permission, or places where some other method of self-administered 
permission is used.  Typically, Type I BMA’s have no limits on the number of 
hunters using the area, although certain parking areas may impose limits on the 
total numbers of vehicles per area.  

 Type II BMA’s are areas where someone other than the hunter administers 
permission.  This includes areas where landowners issue permission slips, 
department staff administers permission, or some other permission method is 
used.  Reservations, pasture assignments, limits on hunter numbers, and other 
hunter management methods are often used on Type II BMA’s.  Most Region 3 
BMA’s are open to non-motorized travel (foot or horseback) with only a few 
main roads open to motorized vehicles.  Reasons for limiting vehicle access in 
BMA’s include: 1) improving the quality of hunting, 2) weed control, and 3) 
preventing road damage. 

BMA Maps
Area BMA maps, including permission information and area rules, can be obtained by visiting 
our self-help stations at the regional office in Bozeman or at area offices in Butte or Helena.  
Information is also available through voice mail by calling (406) 994-3288 or by e-mail request 
at fwpr3bmp@mt.gov   We ask that you limit your map requests to five (5) per phone call, office 
visit or e-mail to maintain the ability to fill requests in a timely fashion and for fairness.  Some 
individual BMA maps and permission information will be available through our website at 
fwp.mt.gov/hunting/hunterAccess/privateLand/blockman  Although FWP provides maps for 
individual BMA’s, it may be helpful to purchase the BLM or Forest map that is listed in the 
BMA informational chart. 

Type I 
BMA’s

Type II 
BMA’s

Region 3
2011 Block Management Program
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BMA Rules 
As you enjoy the hunting access provided by this program, please be sure to obey the rules these 
landowners have requested.  This is a voluntary program designed to benefit you.  Enjoy this 
opportunity and respect landowner rights.

Sign-In Boxes:  It is important that all hunters register at access points on the BMA’s that use 
sign-in rosters before hunting.  This provides important hunter use information and serves as 
your permission slip to be on the property to hunt.  Be sure to fill out all information completely 
and accurately. 

Current Information 
Map boundaries, rules or permission information may change from year to year.  Be sure 
to obtain current maps and permission information every year.   

Reservations
Reservations are available or required on some BMA’s (see chart). Failure to show up for a 
reserved slot on a BMA denies other hunters opportunity.  Please make every effort to cancel 
reservations if you are aware you will not be able to make your arranged time.  Be aware that on 
some BMA’s, failure to show without prior notice is grounds for exclusion from further hunting 
opportunities on the area.  Making reservations on multiple BMA’s at the same time is grounds 
for exclusion from hunting any BMA. 

Weeds
Noxious weeds are becoming a serious concern to landowners.  Please do your part to limit the 
spread of weeds.  Try to keep equipment clean and avoid driving, parking or walking through 
weeds.

Other Hunting Opportunities in Region 3 
In Region 3, we recommend that you consider all access options in planning your hunts, utilizing 
BMA’s when and where they fit into your plans.  Southwest Montana has abundant public land 
(i.e. BLM, U.S. Forest Service & State Trust Lands) with extensive hunting opportunity.  Travel 
plan maps depicting these lands and public accesses can be obtained at BLM, U.S. Forest 
Service, and FWP Offices throughout the region.  Locations of offices and phone numbers are 
included in this booklet under the public lands access section.

REGION 3 FISH, WILDLIFE AND PARKS OFFICES      
Bozeman Regional Headquarters 
1400 South 19th 
Bozeman, MT 59718  
Phone: (406) 994-4042 
Hours: Mon-Fri 8:00a.m.-5:00p.m. 
Helena Area Resource Office 
930 Custer Avenue West 
Helena, MT 59620 
Phone: (406) 495-3260 

Butte Area Office 
1820 Meadowlark Lane 
Butte, MT 59701 
Phone: (406) 494-1953 
Hours: Mon-Fri - 12:30 p.m.-4:15 p.m. 

Hours: Mon-Fri 8:00a.m.-5:00p.m. 
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Block Management and Public Lands
In many cases, enrollment of deeded ground into block management provides access to otherwise inaccessible tracts of state
or federal land or blocks together large tracts of public and private land.  Each block management area (BMA) has rules
unique to that BMA.  Recreationists should become familiar with the individual BMA ranch rules prior to actually hunting on
the BMA.  As a general rule, BMA restrictions do not apply to legally-accessible tracts of public land adjacent to, or contained
within, the BMA boundaries.  However, in some cases, legally-accessible public lands ARE formally enrolled, with BMA
restrictions imposed for resource or hunter management reasons.  Contact regional FWP staff to verify rules for acces-
sible public lands associated with BMAs.

Streams and Access
Some BMAs have streams within their boundaries, so it is important to know and understand Montana’s Stream Access Law.
Under this statute, rivers and streams capable of recreational use may be used by the public within the ordinary high water
marks.  Although this law gives recreationists the right to pursue water-based activities within the high water marks of rivers
and streams, it does not give recreationists the right to enter private lands bordering those streams or to cross
private lands to gain access to streams.  Islands may or may not be  public lands.  Before hunting on islands, always
verify ownership. Check with county offices or  FWP regional offices to confirm land ownership.

ASK FIRST!!!
 to hunt and fish on private land...

OTHER ACCESS OPPORTUNITIES

In addition to the Block Management Program, other FWP programs may provide hunting access opportunities.
These include:
1) Public Land  Access Projects -  focus on public access to state and federal lands;
2) Special Access Projects - regional species-specific projects;
3) Habitat Montana - focuses on habitat protection through conservation easement;  may also include limited public access provisions;
4) Upland Game Bird Habitat and Pheasant Release Program - long-term upland bird habitat projects;
statewide listing available September 1;
5) Wildlife Management Areas and Fishing Access Sites - FWP-owned lands which may provide public hunting access opportunities;

While these public hunting access opportunities may or may not be managed under the auspices of
the Block Management Program, people interested in learning more about specific opportunities are
encouraged to contact the regional FWP headquarters in the region where a hunt is planned.

Other FWP Hunting Access Opportunities
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REGION 4
BLOCK MANAGEMENT
PROGRAM  2007

4

Welcome to Region 4 (R4) hunting district.  This section summarizes the available R4 Block
Management Areas (BMA’s) for the 2007-hunting season.

The requirements for hunters to gain access to BMA’s, and the rules you must abide by, vary for each.
Access information and rules for each BMA will be listed on the back of each BMA’s map.  To make
reservations or hunt a BMA in R4, a hunter is responsible for obtaining a valid and current BMA map.
Furthermore, each hunter is accountable for understanding and abiding by all rules written on the map in
addition to all other applicable general hunting regulations.  Most 2006 maps have been updated, but
maps may be used year after year unless changes to the BMA or rules have occurred.  In the following
table, there is a column, which now indicates whether or not a previous year’s map is still valid.  If a new
map is required, it will indicate the year of the current map.

VALID AND CURRENT BMA MAPS ARE FREE & ONLY AVAILABLE FROM FWP OR THE
BMA LANDOWNER

NOTE:  Within Region 4, some large BMA’s may have access requirements specific to particular parcels
of land contained within the BMA.  These types of BMAs may be listed in the table as a combination of
both a Type I and Type II BMA, but the symbol used in the regional  map will only reflect the type of use
that pertains to the majority of the BMA.  Please pay particular attention to the rules listed on the back of
the actual BMA maps for these types of BMAs.

REQUESTING MAPS:
The public may submit a request for BMA maps via fax, phone, letter, email or in person. Contact
information is: phone -  (406) 454- 5862;    fax - 761-8477;  Mail – FWP/ R4 BMP 4600 Giant Springs
Rd. Great Falls, MT 59405.     E-mail is (fwpr4bmp@mt.gov).

The BMA maps cannot be faxed or electronically transmitted in any form, so please allow enough
advance time to order & receive maps.  Maps can also be mailed to your lodging facility if desired and if
you provide the address.   Only 5 maps per hunter, per week are allowed.

Region 4
2011 Block Management Program
This section summarizes the available Region 4 (R4) Block Management Areas (BMA’s) for the 2011 hunting season.  
The information contained in this table is only valid for 2011.   Valid and current BMA maps & guides are free of 
charge to the public and only available through FWP or the BMA /landowner. Any information obtained outside 
these two channels, such as 3rd party vendors and various websites, are not valid sources of dissemination.  Hunters 
will be held accountable for any violations of BMA rules due to faulty materials obtained from sources outside official, 
prescribed channels.  Hunters are limited to 5 maps per hunter per day.  

The requirements for hunters to gain access to R4 BMA’s, and the rules you must abide by, vary for each BMA.  Access 
information and rules for each BMA are listed on the back of each BMA’s map.  Before accessing any BMA in R4, a 
hunter is responsible for obtaining and understanding that BMA’s map & rules.  Some BMA maps may be used year after 
year unless changes to the BMA or rules have occurred.  In the following table is a column which indicates whether or 
not a previous year’s map is still valid.  If a new map is required, the chart will indicate this by listing the current year; 
otherwise it may list a map from a previous year as still valid.  Region 4 BMA’s are only open from 1 Sep - 31 Dec.  
Outside this timeframe, the property is not a BMA and no information or materials will be provided.  

BMA MAPS
Hunters may request R4 BMA maps via fax, phone, letter, email or in person. 
Phone -  (406) 454- 5862;    fax - 761-8477;  Mail / in person – FWP/ R4 BMP 4600 Giant Springs Rd. Great Falls, MT 
59405.  E-mail - (fwpr4bmp@mt.gov).   The BMA maps will not be faxed or electronically transmitted.  Please allow 
enough advance time to order & receive maps via mail.  Maps can also be mailed to your lodging facility if an address is 
provided.  Hunters are limited to 5 maps per hunter per day unless obtained electronically (see paragraph below).  
   

Some BMA maps are available to download and print from the FWP website.  As all BMA maps are in color, it is highly 
recommended that anyone printing maps from the website, only use a color printer.  Identifying color-coded restrictions 
and colorized landownership within each map is the hunter’s responsibility.  You may still be cited for any transgressions 
resulting from the use of a black & white map.  Some BMA maps are not available through the website.  If you cannot 
find a particular map listed in the table on the website then please contact the R4 office to request that map.

R4 FWP Conservation Easement Hunting Opportunities
In addition to BMA maps, Region 4 maintains maps with instructions on accessing FWP Conservation Easements.  
FWP Conservation Easements differ from BMAs in that the Department has purchased a legal interest in the property, 
whereas BMAs are properties where the landowner and FWP have entered into a contractual hunting access agreement.  
Both BMAs and FWP Conservation Easement properties remain private property  Hunters will not find information in 
this guide on specific FWP Conservation Easements, as they are not BMA’s and do not function in the same manner.  
Information for accessing R4 Conservation Easements may be obtained by contacting the R4 FWP Headquarters Office in 
Great Falls at (406) 454-5840, or using any of the methods listed for requesting BMA maps.  

Remember, hunting on private lands, including BMA’s and FWP Conservation Easements, is a PRIVILEGE, NOT A 
RIGHT. You are allowed there through the courtesy and good will of that landowner.  Be safe, courteous, and report any 
violations @ 1-800-tip-mont.
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Region 5 
Block Management Program 
About Region Five’s Hunting Access Program 
In 2011, there are 153 Block Management Areas (BMAs) that will provide access to 745,000 
acres of private, state, and federal lands. Like others, Region 5 (R5) has Type I and Type II 
BMAs (discussed near the front of this Guide), which give hunters flexibility in gaining 
permission. About one-third are Type I and two-thirds are Type II in R5. In general, Type I 
BMAs allow the hunter to administer their own permission while Type II BMAs require getting 
permission from the landowner or a representative. Regardless of permission type, please keep in 
mind that BMAs are comprised wholly or partially of private lands. As a hunter you have the 
privilege to access these lands and your behavior will play an important role in the future of 
Montana’s hunting heritage. Good luck and be safe! 

How to use this Guide for R5 
Included in this Guide is a regional map showing the general location, identification number, and 
permission type for each BMA as well as deer and elk hunting district boundaries. There is also 
an index that gives general information for each BMA, which is identified by its number. This 
information will help you locate the hunting opportunities you wish to pursue. The following 
outlines the procedure to request detailed rules/maps of particular BMAs: 

1. Refer to the map and index to identify BMAs you are interested in hunting. Be aware that 
the hunting districts shown on the map in this guide are for deer/elk. Districts for other 
species are not necessarily numbered the same. 

2. Using the BMA map number, obtain a copy of the rules/map from Fish, Wildlife & 
Parks. Most individual BMA rules/maps will be available for viewing/printing on the 
FWP website, which is fwp.mt.gov. Maps may also be requested in person at the FWP 
R5 Headquarters at 2300 Lake Elmo Drive in Billings, by e-mailing fwpr5bmp@mt.gov 
or by calling (406) 247-2940. If you need more specific information about a BMA before 
requesting a map, a complete set of R5 BMA maps will be available for viewing at the 
headquarters.

3. Hunters may receive a maximum of five maps per day if requested from FWP. Please 
help us reduce administrative costs by only requesting the maps of BMAs you intend to 
visit. Due to time constraints, BMA maps will not be faxed. Specific BMA contact 
information such as phone numbers will only be available on rules/maps. Please do not 
ask for this information over the phone as you are expected to have the rules/map in-hand 
before arranging permission. 

How to obtain permission to hunt 
Each BMA rules/map lists the method and steps for obtaining permission to hunt on that 
particular area. Please abide by times for calling landowners, if listed. If times are not listed, 
please be considerate and call at reasonable hours. Landowners are not required to and may not 
return phone calls. While obtaining permission to hunt BMAs within R5, please keep the 
following Administrative Rules/policies in mind: 
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 Use only current year BMA rules/maps. R5 produces new rules/maps each year to 
address rule, boundary, or permission method changes. Also, there is some turnover in 
BMAs from year to year so a previous BMA may no longer be enrolled.

 Reservations. By Administrative Rule, reservations may not be made before August 
15th. If a BMA takes reservations, a hunter may only have one reservation on that BMA 
at any one time. After the dates of the reservation pass, a hunter may make another 
reservation to hunt that BMA. Hunters may have reservations on more than one BMA as 
long as they are not for the same hunting dates. Reservations can be up to three days, but 
must be for consecutive days. Individuals from the same hunting party may not make 
reservations for consecutive three-day blocks in an attempt to book more than three days 
for their party. Hunters may hunt more than one BMA in a day, but are prohibited from 
making reservations to hunt on more than one limited-hunter BMA per day.

 Cancellations. If you make advance reservations on a BMA and are unable to hunt, 
please inform the landowner of this as soon as possible. Also inform them if you are 
successful early in your hunt and won’t be hunting all the days you have permission for. 
Failure to do so may result in the loss of hunting privileges on that BMA for the 
remainder of the hunting season. Be courteous and give others an opportunity to hunt.

Other hunting opportunities in south-central Montana
About 10% of the land base in FWP Region 5 is enrolled in the Block Management Program. 
That leaves a great deal of land and associated hunting opportunities to explore. Hunters are 
encouraged to look at these opportunities and not limit their days afield only to BMAs. 

 Private lands not enrolled in Block Management (69%). Remember to “Ask First” 
before hunting private lands and abide by landowners’ instructions.

 US Forest Service (11%). Region 5 has portions of three National Forests (Custer, 
Gallatin, and Lewis & Clark) within its boundaries. Nearly all of these lands are open to 
public hunting.

 Bureau of Land Management (5%). Most BLM lands are open to hunting and are 
scattered throughout Region 5. The biggest blocks can be found in the northeast and 
southern portions of the Region.

 State School Trust (DNRC) (5%). DNRC lands (school sections) are fairly evenly 
scattered throughout our Region and usually in parcels of 640 acres or less. Hunting is 
allowed on most lands and is subject to DNRC rules. Hunters should read and be 
familiar with these rules before hunting.

 Other (<1%). US Fish and Wildlife Service and National Park Service make up the 
remainder of the land base in FWP Region 5. Hunting is allowed on some of these lands 
and is subject to the regulating Agency’s rules. Please contact them before hunting.

For more information regarding FWP Region 5, contact: 
MT Fish, Wildlife & Parks 

2300 Lake Elmo Drive 
Billings, MT  59105 

(406) 247-2940 
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Are YOU an Endangered Species?

WHAT CAN YOU DO?

HUNTERS!

Noxious weeds 
threaten 

Montana’s hunting heritage!! 

♦Learn to identify noxious weeds;

♦Avoid parking, walking or driving in weeds;

♦Wash vehicles before and after hunting  trips; 

♦Keep clothing, equipment & animals weed-free.
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For a current index of recreation maps
contact BLM’s state office in Billings.

Up-to-date 1:100,000 Surface Minerals
Management Quadrangle Maps are also available
from the state office for $4.00 each, as is a current
index of these maps.  Additional information is
available on the BLM website at www.mt.blm.gov .

If you want to know more about outdoor recreation
in Montana, contact any of these Bureau of Land
Management Offices:

MONTANA STATE OFFICE
5001 Southgate Drive
Billings MT 59101
(406) 896-5000

BILLINGS FIELD OFFICE
5001 Southgate Drive
Billings MT 59101
(406) 896-5013

BUTTE FIELD OFFICE
106 North Parkmont
PO Box 3388
Butte MT 59701
(406) 533-7600

DILLON FIELD OFFICE
1005 Selway Drive
Dillon MT 59725-9431
(406) 683-2337

GLASGOW FIELD STATION
605 2nd Ave. S    Room 206
P.O. Box 871
Glasgow MT 59230
(406) 228-3750

GREAT FALLS FIELD OFFICE
1101 15th St. N
Great Falls, MT 59403
(406) 791-7700

HAVRE FIELD STATION
1704 Second St West
PO Drawer 911
Havre MT 59501-0911
(406) 262-2820

LEWISTOWN FIELD OFFICE
Airport Road
PO Box 1160
Lewistown MT 59457
(406) 538-1900

MALTA FIELD OFFICE
501 S 2nd St E
PO Box B
Malta MT 59538-0047
(406) 654-5100

MILES CITY FIELD OFFICE
111 Garryowen Rd.
Miles City MT 59301
(406) 233-2800

MISSOULA FIELD OFFICE
3255 Ft. Missoula Rd.
Missoula MT 59804
(406) 329-3914

Bureau of
Land Management
Offices

U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service Offices

Rev: 7/10

NATIONAL WILDLIFE REFUGES

MONTANA OFFICES

BENTON LAKE NWR
922 Bootlegger Trail
Great Falls,  MT 59404
(406) 727-7400

BOWDOIN NWR
(Black Coulee, Creedman Coulee,
Hewitt Lake, Lake Thibadeau)
7 miles East Old Hwy #2
HC 65, Box 5700
Malta MT 59538
(406) 654-2863

CHARLES M. RUSSELL NWR
Airport Road
PO Box 110
Lewistown MT 59457-0110
(406) 538-8706

LEE METCALF NWR
4567 Wildfowl Lane
Stevensville MT 59870
(406) 777-5552

MEDICINE LAKE NWR
(Lamesteer)
223 N Shore Rd
Medicine Lake MT 59247-9600
(406) 789-2305

NATIONAL BISON RANGE
(Nine-Pipe, Pablo, Swan River, Lost Trail)
132 Bison Range Rd
Moiese MT 59824
(406) 644-2211

RED ROCK LAKES NWR
27820 Southside Centennial Road
Lima MT 59739
(406) 276-3536
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REGION 1- Kalispell
490 North Meridian Rd
Kalispell MT 59901
(406) 752-5501

REGION 2- Missoula
3201 Spurgin Rd
Missoula MT 59804
(406) 542-5500

REGION 3- Bozeman
1400 South 19th

Bozeman MT 59718
(406) 994-4042

REGION 4- Great Falls
4600 Giant Springs Rd
Great Falls MT 59405
(406) 454-5840

REGION 5- Billings
2300 Lake Elmo Dr.
Billings MT 59105
(406) 247-2940

REGION 6- Glasgow
54078 Highway 2 W.
Glasgow MT 59230
(406) 228-3700

FORESTRY DIVISION
HEADQUARTERS
2705 Spurgin Road
Missoula, MT 59804-3199
(406) 542-4300

AREA OFFICES

CENTRAL
LAND OFFICE
8001 North Montana Ave.
Helena MT 59602
(406) 458-3500

EASTERN
LAND OFFICE
321 Main St.
PO Box 1794
Miles City MT 59301
(406) 232-2034

NORTHEASTERN
LAND OFFICE
613 NE Main Street
PO Box 1021
Lewistown Mt 59457-1021
(406) 538-7789

STATE HEADQUARTERS
1420 East 6th Avenue

PO Box 200701
Helena MT 59620-0701

(406) 444-2535

REGION 7- Miles City
352 I-94 Business Loop
PO Box 1630
Miles City, MT 59301
(406) 234-0900

BUTTE AREA
RESOURCE OFFICE
1820 Meadowlark Lane
Butte MT 59701
(406) 494-1953

HAVRE AREA
RESOURCE OFFICE
2165 Hwy 2 East
Havre, MT 59501
(406)  265-6177

HELENA AREA
RESOURCE OFFICE
930 Custer Avenue West
Helena MT 59620
(406) 495-3260

LEWISTOWN AREA
RESOURCE OFFICE
215 W Aztec Dr
P.O. Box 938
Lewistown MT 59457
(406) 538-4658

REGIONAL HEADQUARTERS AND AREA OFFICES

NORTHWEST
LAND OFFICE
2250 Highway 93 North
Kallispell MT 59901-2557
(406) 751-2240

SOUTHERN
LAND OFFICE
1371 Rimtop Dr.
Airport Industrial Park
Billings MT 59105-1978
(406) 247-4400

SOUTHWESTERN
LAND OFFICE
1401 27th Avenue
Missoula MT 59804
(406) 542-4200

MONTANA DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES
 AND CONSERVATION

PO Box 201601
1625 Eleventh Avenue

Helena, MT 59601
406-444-2074

UNIT OFFICES

Anaconda (406) 563-6078
Bozeman (406) 586-5243
Clearwater (406) 244-5857
Conrad (406) 278-7869
Dillon (406) 683-6305
Glasgow (406) 228-2430
Hamilton (406) 363-1585
Havre (406) 265-5236
Helena (406) 458-3506
Lincoln (406) 362-4999
Libby (406) 293-2711
Missoula (406) 542-4201
Plains (406) 826-3851
Olney (406) 881-2371
Swan River (406) 754-2301

Montana Fish, Wildlife & Parks
Regional Boundaries

Rev:7/10
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Forest Visitor Series Maps area available for each National Forest in Montana.  Each map covers all or part of one National Forest.
Some of the Forests are divided into several maps. The maps show roads, trails, streams, lakes, recreation sites, and land owner-
ship.  Additional information is available on the web http://www.fs.fed.us/r1/

 To order your Visitor Series Maps, visit the USFS web page at
http://www.fs.fed.us/recreation/nationalforeststore

Maps also can be purchased from any of the individual Forest Service offices listed.

Make your checks payable to “USDA-Forest Service” for amount of purchase only.
Maps will be sent after payment is made.

Individual maps of existing wilderness and primitive areas are also available for a charge.  General information on each wilderness/
primitive area is available at no cost and can be sent to you upon request.  The Forest Service also has numerous brochures on
campgrounds, recreation areas and miscellaneous subjects available free upon request.  For more information call (406) 329-3511.

NORTHERN REGION HEADQUARTERS
Federal Building
200 E. Broadway
PO Box 7669
Missoula MT 59807-7669
(406) 329-3511

NATIONAL FORESTS IN MONTANA

BEAVERHEAD/DEERLODGE
NATIONAL FOREST
420 Barrett St
Dillon MT 59725-3572
(406) 683-3900

BITTERROOT NATIONAL FOREST
1801 N 1st St
Hamilton MT 59840
(406) 363-7100

CUSTER NATIONAL FOREST
Box 50760
1310 Main St
Billings MT 59105
(406) 657-6200

FLATHEAD NATIONAL FOREST
1935 3rd Ave E
Kalispell MT 59901
(406) 758-5200

Forest Visitor Series Maps area available for each National Forest in Montana.
Each map covers all or part of one National Forest.  Some of the Forests are

divided into several maps. The scale is 1/2 inch per mile. The maps show
roads, trails, streams, lakes, recreation sites, and land ownership.

GALLATIN NATIONAL FOREST
Federal Building
10 E Babcock
PO Box 130
Bozeman MT 59771
(406) 587-6701

HELENA NATIONAL FOREST
2880 Skyway Dr
Helena MT 59602
(406) 449-5201

KOOTENAI NATIONAL FOREST
1101 US Highway 2 West
Libby MT 59923
(406) 293-6211

LEWIS & CLARK NATIONAL FOREST
Box 869
1101 15th St N
Great Falls MT 59405
(406) 791-7701

LOLO NATIONAL FOREST
Fort Missoula - Building 24
Missoula MT 59804
(406) 329-3750

Rev:7/10
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Forest Visitor Series Maps area available for each National Forest in Montana.  Each map covers all or part of one National Forest.
Some of the Forests are divided into several maps. The maps show roads, trails, streams, lakes, recreation sites, and land owner-
ship.  Additional information is available on the web http://www.fs.fed.us/r1/

 To order your Visitor Series Maps, visit the USFS web page at
http://www.fs.fed.us/recreation/nationalforeststore

Maps also can be purchased from any of the individual Forest Service offices listed.

Make your checks payable to “USDA-Forest Service” for amount of purchase only.
Maps will be sent after payment is made.

Individual maps of existing wilderness and primitive areas are also available for a charge.  General information on each wilderness/
primitive area is available at no cost and can be sent to you upon request.  The Forest Service also has numerous brochures on
campgrounds, recreation areas and miscellaneous subjects available free upon request.  For more information call (406) 329-3511.

NORTHERN REGION HEADQUARTERS
Federal Building
200 E. Broadway
PO Box 7669
Missoula MT 59807-7669
(406) 329-3511

NATIONAL FORESTS IN MONTANA

BEAVERHEAD/DEERLODGE
NATIONAL FOREST
420 Barrett St
Dillon MT 59725-3572
(406) 683-3900

BITTERROOT NATIONAL FOREST
1801 N 1st St
Hamilton MT 59840
(406) 363-7100

CUSTER NATIONAL FOREST
Box 50760
1310 Main St
Billings MT 59105
(406) 657-6200

FLATHEAD NATIONAL FOREST
1935 3rd Ave E
Kalispell MT 59901
(406) 758-5200

Forest Visitor Series Maps area available for each National Forest in Montana.
Each map covers all or part of one National Forest.  Some of the Forests are

divided into several maps. The scale is 1/2 inch per mile. The maps show
roads, trails, streams, lakes, recreation sites, and land ownership.

GALLATIN NATIONAL FOREST
Federal Building
10 E Babcock
PO Box 130
Bozeman MT 59771
(406) 587-6701

HELENA NATIONAL FOREST
2880 Skyway Dr
Helena MT 59602
(406) 449-5201

KOOTENAI NATIONAL FOREST
1101 US Highway 2 West
Libby MT 59923
(406) 293-6211

LEWIS & CLARK NATIONAL FOREST
Box 869
1101 15th St N
Great Falls MT 59405
(406) 791-7701

LOLO NATIONAL FOREST
Fort Missoula - Building 24
Missoula MT 59804
(406) 329-3750

Rev:7/10

ETHICAL HUNTERS PROTECT OUR HUNTING HERITAGE.

VIOLATORS DON’T!

If you know of a violation, try to report as much information AS SOON AS POSSIBLE.

Violation date:____________ Violation time:____________ Violation location:______________________________

What is the violation:____________________________________________________________________________

Violators name(s):______________________________________________________________________________

Address(es):___________________________________________________________________________________

Did you witness violation?_______If not, how do you know about it?______________________________________

What type of vehicle was used?_______________________________Year?_________Color?__________________

What is the license plate number?______________________________What state/providence?__________________

Where is violator now?_________________________________What direction was violator headed?_____________

TURN IN POACHERS
Make the call!! 1-800-TIP-MONT 1-800-847-6668

NOTES
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